Guidelines for GARPA Case Studies

Background

Over the years, Global Alliance of Rapid Prototyping Associations (GARPA) representatives have contributed a variety of case studies that show the use of rapid prototyping technologies in their respective countries. Such studies have been compiled and sent to other GARPA members around the world, thus providing a valuable resource for dissemination and interaction. These compilations of case studies have a number of benefits: -

· They serve to illustrate best practice in different parts of the world.

· They provide a general resource of cases that can be used and referenced in documents and presentations.

· They show the variations in technology and application in different parts of the world.

· They can be used to propagate ideas and contacts from one region to another.

· They provide a snapshot in time of new product development worldwide.

This set of rules and guidelines is aimed at helping you choose an appropriate case study. Once selected, they can be sent through your GARPA representative as an official entry for the ongoing GARPA case-studies competition.

Rules

· This competition is open to individuals and groups from all countries that are currently GARPA members.

· New or applying GARPA members can also submit case studies as part of their application process.

· Entry must be through the GARPA representatives for that country. However, the entrants need not be members of that country’s RP association.

· Competition deadline is February 28, 2006.

· All material published must be free from copyright and provide permission for anyone to read it at the GARPA website.

· The competition will be judged by a panel selected from GARPA representative associations. The judges decisions are final.

Cases

The cases can be based on any appropriate criteria, for example: -

· They can be an example of best practice of additive fabrication technology in the region.

· They can be a good example that illustrates the current state of additive processes in the region.

· They can be winners of a competition that the regional association has organized.

· They can be part of a national initiative organized to promote the use of additive processes in the region.

GARPA would like to avoid: -

· Any advertising.

· Biased viewpoints.

· Heavy criticism of particular technologies.

· Documents that are too large or not well written.

· Academic papers that are not applications or case studies.

As a guideline for the general format, please consider the following: -

· Supply it in Microsoft Word format. Avoid too many special features that may affect compatibility. There are no specific style requirements but try to make the case study easy to read and descriptive and avoid technical jargon, equations and excessive detail.

· If possible, also supply a version in html and/or pdf formats so that it can be published on the Web.

· English is preferable. Where other languages are used, an English translation must be provided at least in summary form.

· The length is not critical, but please keep the case studies below 10 pages A4.

· Images should be in some compressed format (e.g. jpg files) to avoid files being too large but maintaining a good image quality. 

· The material should be freely available for publication.
For any questions and/or clarification on these guidelines, please contact Ian Gibson by email on mpegi@nus.edu.sg
